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Date when Made |Period for Report Wade by 


. 4 7/26/41 


Report Made At 


N 
WASHINGTON, B* JOHN C. CONNOR ICO: ANB 


Title Character of Case 


ce betes alias JULIUS STERN; 

SIDNEY SCHLESINGER; SYLVIA SCHLESINGER REISS; . 
SARAH SCHLESINGER; ABRAHAM SCHLESINGER ; 

NANCY NIMITZ — 


INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


t 


Synopsis of Facts: 


Information received from Informant T-1, husband of one 
of the subjects, that JULIUS SCHLESINGER and known a 
front in Communist Party, is a leading young conic: 
_that Communist meetings are held under his cence} at 

' 1300 Ingraham St., N. W., Washington, D. C.; that he is: 
a close friend: of HUDSON WELLS, yoang Yasiington Communist 
leader, and NANCY NIMITZ, . daughter of Admiral NIMITZ, Navy 
Department, Metropolitan Police Department report reflects 
JULIUS SCHLESINGER revealed by direct testimony before the 
Civil Service Commission that NANCY NIMITZ had been to. 
"gatherings" at the former's home, Officials at Ge orge 
Washington University where NANCY NIMITZ and HUDSON: WELLS 

and JULIUS SCHLESINGER were students, advise Miss NIMITZ 

- was considered a "Leftist" and that the three of them were: 
active in a movement to institute a branch of the American 
Youth Congress on the Campus. Informant T-1 stated that 
SYLVIA .SCHLESINGER REISS, recently dismissed from O.N.1I. 
for Communist activities, was promised a job in Russia by 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER, a brother, if she. lost her job with the 
O.N.I. SYLVIA enee asked T-1 to join Communist Party. 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER alleged to have connections in New York 
through young Communist League, is partner in a law firm met 
reputed to represent Communists He’ is the husband of : 
MARY SCHLESINGER , an employee | of the Department of Labor, . 
presently under investigation for we of the gever Act, 
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T-l added that FREIDA S. NEWMAN, employee of Rural 
Electrification Administration, was secretary of the 
League for Peace & Democracy; that che attended Com 
munist meetings. ABRAHAM and SARAH SCHLESINGER, 
parents, reported to be committee members of Communist 
group. ‘In connection with investigation of NANCY 
NIMITZ, the Metropolitan Police Department: submitted 
a report to this office concerning Rear Admiral NIMITZ 

‘ and ‘one FREDERICK CHARLES WEISNER out no investigation 

; is being conducted by this office on the two last pained ‘ 

individuals, 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


This investigation is predicated upon a canplaint rec- 
eived from Informant T-1 on September 21, 1940 by E, EH, ABBOTT, 
Special Employee of the Washington Field Office. This memoran~ 
dum is sct oat.in full: 


At 6:38 PiM aaecures ic called in person with 
reference to ia Poona ion concerning Communists he desired to 
report. T-l particularly desired that his name be kept strictly | 
confidential and he asked that the source of the information not 
be divulged. ; 
Tl ° advised that he has been separated from his wife, 
SYLVIA SCHLESINGER REISS, for several months, and that she is 
employed by the Office of the Naval Intelligence by Captain ROOD. 
She, at the present. time, resides with her father and mother at 5 
1300 Ingraham Street, N. W. at this hane also lives her brother, 
’ JULIUS SCHLESSINGER (single).. Another brother, SIDNEY SCHLESINGER, 
formerly lived at this address, but does not any morc, SIDNEY -is. 
married, and his wife is MARY SCHLESINGER . JULIUS, according to 
f-1 . is a leading young Communist and is known under the name . 
of STERN on the Party books, The father and-mother of SYLVIA, he. 
stated, are Communist: committce members of a Communist camp, Camp 
Patuxent, near Washington, D.C. At 1300 Ingraham St., N. W., are 
held Communist meetings under the direction of JULIUS, and members 
are admitted to this place by membership cards only. Of late, no 
warning is given in advance, but the ‘Communists meet in different 
hames of the members, 


‘ 


ee 


_ BW 56876 Docld: 33067870 Page 3 


; Concerning JULIUS SCHLESINGER, T-1 stated that he 
formerly attended George: Washington University and studied econ- 
-omics; that he had recently passed a Civil Service examinat ion 
for Junior Professional Assistant Economist, and he was being 
rather careful of his behavior as he thought the Civil Service 
wos investigating him for this position, JULIUS gives lectures 
- for the "group" in dialectic materialism. ‘He is.about 21, blond, 
wears thick glesses, height five fect nine inches, weighs 150 
pounds, and has gray eyes, He is a close fricnd of HUDSON WELLS. 
Both these individuals call meetings. JULIUS has an unlimited 
telephone, and so calls party members more frequently. They went 
to Mexico last summer and gave "political" talks when they re- 
‘turned. Associated with this group was NANCY NIMITZ, daughter of 
Admiral NIMITZ (Nevy Department), who gives parties at her house 
for the "group", NANCY participated with HUDSON and JULIUS in. 
disturbances at George Washington University, and she is thought 
to stand in with the party although probably is not a member... 


N 


A sistcr of the complainant's wife is FRIEDA SCHLES- 
INGER, who was formerly married to « man named GILMAN, but sow is 
_married to JEROME NEWMAN. FRIEDA is employed by the Rural Elec- 
trification Administration, She was treasurer and secretary of 
the League for Peace and Democracy (formerly League Against War 
and Fascism). T-] advised that FRIEDA is not a party member, | 
but did participate in the meetings at 1300 Ingraham Street until 
she married the sccond time. Her second husband is wealthy and 
she now has. other interests. However, FRIEDA, two years ago, 
traveled around the world and visited Russia, and . T-1) was of 
the opinion that she met important party officials there at the 
time. 


SIDNEY SCHLESINGER at one time promised SYLVIA that if 
on account of family affiliations she lost her job at the Office 
of Naval Intelligence, he would see to it thet she would gct 4 
job in Russia. It appears that SIDNEY has comections in New York 
through the Young Communist League, and thet he gave a course 
there, ; 


T-1 stated that SYLVIA had access to confidential data 
at the Office of Naval Intelligence and was very highly regarded 
there, and she was a very competent: worker and stood "ace high" 
with her boss. In this connection her family are aware of her 
position, It is thought that the Office of Naval Intelligence 


- 
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have a list of Communist suspects who are employed at. the Wash- 
ington Navy, Yard, and he has heard thet a Dr. MINKIN, a woman 
doctor and a close friend of this group, is on this list. T-1. 
would not state positively that his wife gave out information to 
i the Communists, but’ did state that she was in a place where she 
could so do, and that she, since leaving him, was closer than ever 
with this group, since she lived with them, © T-1. left.the im- 
pression that she might have been intimate with some of the membcrs 
of late, but that he would not go into that, SYLVIA and he,before: 
they separated, had a joint account at.the Navy Department Credit 
Association, and without consulting him, she withdrew all their 
money, claiming that she had lost the savings account book and so 
obtaining one (he has the other one). +1 stated that the Office - 
- of Naval Intclligence was investigating their employees as a routine 
procedure, and his wife was, no doubt, being investigated along with 
others. In this comection he advised that she had given false in- 
formation to the Navy and Civil Service Commission regarding her ex~ 
perience. She stated that she had worked in a New York law office ° 
for two and one-half years, when, as a matter of fact, she had worked 
- only two and one-half weeks. At the time she worked there, her 
‘brother SIDNEY wos e clerk in this office. T-1 stated that she 
could probably get by. with this statancnt, since this firm would be 
instructed to back her up, but he was pics to state the name of - 
the firm, At the present time, SYLVIA has a Civil Service Rating 
as a clerk-stenogrspher, and took ari Sn ea, in 1937 at the Civil 
Service Comm epson 


2 Tt dion be noted that T-1 stated that he was not a 
party member and was not in sympathy with ‘them, but had married 
into the family; that he had tried to persuade his wife to have 
nothing to do with them, but. was unable to do so, and that at one- 
time he was offered a job with the Bureau of Prisons, Department 
of Justice, and wanted to leave and teke her out of this group, but 
that she refused to go. According to T-1, he was Geese ated in 
connection with this job, and no doubt the Bureau has a file on him, 
but that he is a loyal, patriotic American and wants = give the 
Government the bencfit of his information. - 


- T+lL said eae: SIDNEY ‘SCHLESINGER is & lawyer connected 
with oie law firm of SCHLESINGER and LEVINE in the Southern Build- 
ing. This firm, he alleged, is a well-known Communist low firm and 
represents .agitators. and labor groups. SIDNEY and his wife, MARY, 


\ 
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a . are active, he stated, in the party. LEVINE's family is also 

oe Communist, and his father and mother are old-time members, _ 
and they came. from New York about fifteen years ago. The . ; 
father is a partner of MALAKOFF (investigated by the Dics 
Committec) and their. place of business is Malakoff & Levine, 
1235 W St., N. W., telephone Dupont 5872, and they are listed 
in the telephone book as "S. Malakoff and J. Levine." SIDNEY 
SCHLESINGER organized the cafetcria workers into a union and 
can call them into a strike at any time. 


T~1 described SIDNEY SCHLESINGE os follows: 


Age "33 years, 

Height 51 gg" : 

Build Heavy set Ve 
Hair Dark brown 

Weight - 165. pounds 


Peculiaritic Mustache 


T-1 advised that his wife's father is ABRAHAM SCHLESINGGR 
and he resides ‘at 1300 Ingraham Street, telephone Randolph 2511, 
and hor mother is SARAH SCHLESINGER, of the same address. The 
father has a store at 2006 18th Street, N. W,, telephone Hobart 
9697,-and Communist literature has been received there. 


_In the event photographs of any of these members of © 
this group are desired, T-1 said that he caild furnish them from 
his album. ; mo 


‘Tel further advised that before he had. separated from 
his wifc, he had tried to get her to give up her position at the 
Office of Naval Intelligence because of the fact that she was so 
. strongly identified with Communists, but that she refused to do so, 
and that she had informed her boss that her husband wanted her to 
leave, but that she liked her work. Since she is so well thought 
of at the Office of Naval Intelligence, T-1 said he wold not tell — 
officials there of her connections because he would not be believed, 
) 

It should be mentioned that T-1 steted he was reluctant 
to come here and tell his story because SIDNEY, who is a lawyer,” 
had threatened that if he was the cause of SYLVIA losing her job, 
action would be taken to mxe him pay her alimony 2nd also a suit 
would be brought against him for failure to turn over to his wife 
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all her effects in the apartment which he and his wife formerly 
occupied together, but which he now occupies alone, 


On September 14, 1940 Special Agent J. W. MENZIE, of 
the Washington Field Office, received the following telephonic 
information from one JOHN LINCOLN. Complete detailed information 
of this conversation is immediately set out. below: 


On: September 3, 1940, a Mr. JCHN LINCOLN, who refused 
to identify himself further, telephonically contacted the Washing- 
n ton Field Office and stated that he desired to report a person by 
the name of JULIUS SCHLESINGER who is presently employed by the —. 
‘Wages and Hour Department, ‘Mr. LINCOLN stated that Mr. SCHLESINGER 
was an cconomist in this department, He remarked that SCHLESINGER | 
had formerly attended George Washington University. 


Mr. LINCOLN stated that SCHLESINGER was a member of the 
Communist Party and that meetings are held at his hance which is at 
13th and Ingraham Sts. He stated that at one of the ‘meetings, the 
group discussed how to go about their affairs in case the party was 
outlawed. Mr, LINCOLN also stated that SCHLESINGER goes by the name 
of JULIUS STERN at these meetings. He also mentioned that Mr. 
SCHLESINGER has a brother who is a leader in Communistic activities 
in this city. ‘ 


-_ - ~ 


A 


It is to be noted that by letter of September 28, 1940 

( the memorandum submitted by Special Employee E. E, ABBOTT, previously 
referred to in this report, was forwarded to the Bureau. On December 
17, 1940 the Washi:gton Field Office by letter requested the Metro- 
politan Police Department to conduct an investigation into the acti- 
vities and affiliations of JULIUS SCHLESINGER, SIDNEY SCHLESINGER, 
ABRAHAM SCHLESINGER, HUDSON WELLS and NANCY NIMITZ. . Accordingly, 
on May 31, 1941, this office reccived'a report from the Mctropolitan - 
Police Department through Captain EARL P. HARTMAN, This report, sub- 
mitted by Private LOUIS M. SNYDER of the Special Investigations Squad 
of the Metropolitan Police Departient, is herewith set out in full:, 


be 
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A check of the records of the registra wis office, 
George Washington University, discloses that NANCY NIMITZ cnrelled 
there as a student in 1936. She Wes graduated wi th an 4.B. degree = 
major in English in 1940 and was aceorded honors for cxceptional 
scholastic ability. 


During her Inst year at the school she made a request to 
be admitted into medical school upon her graduation from the liberal 
arts college. This. request was granted in view of the fact that she 
was considered an excellent s tudent. 


Shortly before graduation Miss NIMITZ wrote 2 letter to 
the registrar saying she deemed it inadvissble to attend medical 
school at this time and rejected the opportunity that had been granted 
her at her own request. 


additional information cbtained from the records indicated 
thet NANCY was -borr in New London, eae en September 13, 1919, and 
that she is the daughter of admiral CHESTER W,. NIMITZ, Buresu of Nav- 
igation. 


he 1941 City Directory lists NANCY and her sister CATHERINE 
as living in apartment 43, 2222 Que St., N. W., and their parents as 
living in apartment 42 of the seme building. CaTHERINE's occupation 
is given as "readers advisor" Public Library and NANCY's as an "assist- 
ant" in the Public Library. 


The records of the Investigative Division of the Cyvil 
Service Commission revealed that agent PaUL LEHMAN hed conducted an 
investigation into the activitics of JULIUS SCHLESINGER end SYLVIA 
SCHLESINGER REISS which resulted in their dismissol from government 
service. This investigation revesled by direct testimony of JULIUS 
SCHLESINGER that he knew NaNCY and that she has ‘been to 'gstherings" 
at his home. The 2beve records of the Civil Service Commission are 
available, if necessary. 


— Interview with Mr. CHARLES E, MERRY r, business manager 
of George Washington University, reflects that he remembers NANCY 
NIMITZ very well, He stotcd thet she was considered a "leftist" 
. on the campus and was a close associate of ROY HUDSON WELLS and + 
JULIUS SCHLESINGER, He said thet the three were seen sitting together 
_ frequently in the campus drug store at the correr of 2lst and G Sts., 
. Ny WwW. ; 


oo 
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Mr. MERRY said that they were active-in the American 
Student Union, a branch of the American Youth Congress which was 
active on the campus in spite of being banned by the University. 
He said that they were also active in the Magna Charta Club al- 
though their names do not appear on the membership List. io 


_ Mr. MERRY recalled that ina parade held on the .campus 
last year as a protest against war, NANCY NIMITZ carried a;bamer ' 


and paraded, ; ene 
a ve ay 


‘Mr, MERRY understood that NANCY's father, Adaiiral e 
NIMITZ, knew about his daughter's activitics but considefied her 
harniless. However , Mr. MERRY did not consider her :harmless and 
said that it was her influence that enabled TLV EE 
to obtain her position in the office of Naval Int 
which she was recently dismissed following Mr. L 
tion of her Communistic activities. 


gence from 
Us’ investiga- 


o 


ce 
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Interview with Mr. WINFIS1D D. BENNETT, #a sistant pro- 
fessor of Public. Spee: George. Wash ington , reflects. « hat about 
‘two years ago NANCY NIMITZ came to his office,and made va 

recognition of a branch of the American Youth Congress.to be formed 
on the campus and to be called the American Student. Union, NANCY 
stated that a HUDSON WELLS, a student at the University was to be 
the organizer of this union. Mr. BENNETT refused to grant this re- 
quest upon the grounds that University rules forbid affiliation of 
local clubs with national organizations, ats 


Li, BENNETT said hat he had since learned that the i 


GHLESINGER REISS - 


‘request for. 


American Student Union was formed and held meetings in spite of the | 


University rules and that HUDSON WELLS and NANCY NIMITZ were - act ive 
in it. 


Interview with Dr. DORRELL YOUNG, professor of Zoology, 
George Wash ington University, reflects that he is well acquainted 
with NANCY NIMITZ as he had to pass on her for admission to the 
School of Medicine. Dr. YOUNG. described her as a briliiant and 
beautiful girl with plenty of "brass", .He said that-he was repelled 
from her ‘because she appeared to be "all steel inside" and gave him 
the impression that she was capable of doing "anything". 
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He said that she was considered a radical in her views 
and was supposed to be associated with the banned Student. Union. 
Dr. YOUNG said that he knew RHODA EPSTEIN, a student at the Univer- 

ity very well and that she has told him the .t she was an intimate 
friend of the NIMITZ family. Dr. YOUNG described RHODA EPSTEIN as 
a self admitted Communist and very radical in her views. He sug- 

gested that he would attempt -to eng ago RHODA in conversation with 
a view towards drawing her out about "NANCY, If Dr, YOUNG is suc- 
cessful in his effort, the information will be submitted as a 
supplement to this report. 7 


+ 


The files of this office disclose the following infor- 
mation on RHODA EPSTEIN: . ie 
‘ = + 
CP 1501 - In charge of housing arrangements for’ the 
American Youth Congress pilgrimage to Washington 
from March 9 to 13, sae She was also a delegate 
to this Congress, 


Attended’ a. Washington Peace Mobilisation ee 
held in National Press Building om August 20, 1940. 


In an interview with Mrs, VINNIE BARROWS, director of 
Personnel Guidance, George Wash ington Univeroity, she spoke very 
well of NANCY NIMITZ as far as her scholarship and personal behavior | 
was concerned, des scribing her as a brilliant girl, and a very. nice 
person, However, Mrs, BARROW said Pee gencral impréssion on ; 
the campus was that NANCY was radical, irs. BARROWS implied that she 
thought the whole NIMITZ family were Communistic, but had no proof 
to back up ther conviction, 

A check of oe membership list of the Waskington Book Shop, 
916 L7th Street, Ne Wig « Seana NANCY wnt, appears as a 
member in their files 


As stated in the report of Private, SNIDER. , a later report 
f would be submitted by that Department concerning the NIMITZ family. 
On July 4, 1941 this office received tnis additional report concern- 
ing Rear Admiral CHESTER W. NIMITZ. Although this office did nat 
request any information whatever concerning the activities or affili- 
ations of Admiral NIMITZ, the Metropolitan Police Department saw fit 


4 
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- i . . 
to secure this information and voluntarily submitted it to the 
Washington Field Office. Although no investig: ition will be con- 
ducted af the ° inform ion set out imacdiately below, it is believed 
advisable that this information should-be ‘submitted to the Burcan, 
The additional. report of Private LOUIS 4, SHYDER is hercin set out: 


Information was received that MARY. ‘SPARGO, a Dies Com- 
mittee investigator, and ea former reporter for the Washington Daily 
News, had conducted an investigation into the dismissal of one 

FREDERICK CHARLES WEISNER or WIFSNER, 18-Samoset Road, Quincy, Mass, 
from his position with the Navy Department, during which referenec 
was made to Rear Admiral CHESTER W. NIMITZ, Chief of the Bureau of 
Navigation. 


An interview with Miss SPARGO disclosed that shé made 
this investigation while still employed as a reporter on the Nash- 
ington Daily News. The.information that she obtained in ‘her inves- 
tigation was of such = nature that she dared not print it in its 

' entirely and even ‘then publ. ished it as though it came from the Dies 


Committes., . Soe S 
\ At my request, Miss .SPARGO c mee led a memorandum from 
the notes made by her during the investigation. Im view of the - 


nature of the information lesrned about PANCY NIMITZ, (sce FBI, 
file- 100-467), 1 . feel that it is advisable to forwe rd a copy of 
Miss SPARGO's mcmorandum, together with the atta chéd newspaper 
clipping of the Daily News of March 21, 1941: 


"Late in February, 1941, as 4 reporter for thé Washing 
ton Daily Rews I started to investigate the case of one FREDERICK 
CHARLES WEISNER or WIESNER, 18 Samoset Road, Quir neys Mass., who 
resigned February 3, 1941, after investimtion, as chief electrical 
engineer at: the Bethlchem Shipbuilding Yard et Quiney, Mass, He was 
attached to the Navy Department of fice and had access to all confi-~ 
dential information. 


€ 


"Now I leamed also thet until August Ves LOLO he ha 


been in the U. S. Naval Intelligence Reserve, His rank was that of 
Licut. Commander and he had becn in the reserve eleven yea ars, He 
was given ‘an honorable dischar; "BC 


ro — =10- 
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NT called Navy Persormie] and was connected with Ext- 
ension 232. The WIESNER file is No. 62979. The giri in personnel 
thought the call was from a Navy Department so she got out the 
file and read it to ine, 

> XV 

"After his discharge on October 8, 1940, WIESNER ap- 
pealed to Rear Admiral CHESTER W. NIMITZ for roinstatement as a 
reserve officer. He acid that although he was an American by 
naturalization and not by birth, he had marricd an Amer ican, and 
had no sympathy for the present Germin evime, 


ne asked Admiral NIMITZ thet the record of his former 
citizenship and service in a foreign navy be destroyed since it 
had been a factor in his being dis char ged asa reservist. 


. "NT said to the girl reading the correspondence, 'Byt 

surely. that record was not destroyed, was it? The record is just 

ana we want dom here.' -(Attached story will show you we thought 
x16 was an officer on the U- 205 which sank the Lut sitani a.) 


wne girl, whose name I did not get, replied, ‘Well | 
the record must have been destroyed because it isn't ae Tt was 
here Age SO Long ago but IT can't find it now and this is the only 
file. 


c 


NT then said to the file clerk, ‘Why his old German 
service record must be around, Thet is sust what we want. You 
know he is trying to get back into the service, Did neni he ML NIMTT 
order those oapers r removed?! 


"She replied, ‘cll he addressed all his correspondence 
to Admirni NIMITZ, but I don't see any orders here to have that re- 
cord destroyed, so I wouldn't know who took the papers out of the 
file,! , f.. 

. f 


"My city editor 2P CHARLES STEVENSON, was close by when 
I mide the call, and I informed’ him at the time thé t the papers were 
missing from the files 


thater, when I had more information on the case I took 
it up te Vinson of the House Naval Affairs and Representative BATES 
of Massachusetts, committee member, hoping that they would investi-~-, 
gate further so we would be safe in breaking the story. 


-u- | = 4 
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{ es 
"T hod felt that because of the missing re cord the 
story should be takén to KNOX, but the city editor felt that 
KNOX probably would attempt to sit on the whole story. VINSON 
_ didn't excite over the missing papers so-I finally broke the 
' story with Mr. DIES! permission as coming fran the Dies Com- 
mittee," ‘ 
(Sygned) ° MARY SPARGO. 


— 


ome 

‘By & memorandum for the file dated Noverber 30, 1940 
Special Agent J, C. BUCKBEE set out informtion given to him by 
Informant. T-2 concerning SYLVIA REISS, The contents of this 
memorandum are set out in full: 


. While contacting Informant. T-2 
connection with 2n unrelated matter, © T+ 2" ' revealed that he 
was recently informed by a client, tt -1, listed in the City Direc- 
tory .s living with his wife at 811 Quincy St., N. W., Apartment 
305, Georgin 8643, ‘thet: his wife, SYLVIA was employed as a stenog- 
rapher by ONI-ané that members of her family were continucusly 
holding sceret mectings belicved to be Communist, with admission 
by card only. ee a : 


T-1 did not divulge where these mectings were held, 
who the involved members of the f amLiv are or whether ae WOs 
herself act ively associated with he e family in these verture 


Bho tne JT-2 also stated thet SYLVIA's maiden name was SCHLES- 
INGER; that she has-a brother, SYDNEY C. SCHLESINGER, an attorney, 
who according to , 7-2. yesides et 1300 Ingraham St., N. W., ond 
that he thought the etnies were held at that’ address, ’ 


SYDNEY C. SCHLESINGER, attorney, is listed in the Wash- 
ington Telephone Directory (Summer-Fall 1940) as ee at LAdl 
Spr ins Ones N. W., with offices in the Souther n Building. 

3 (i) 


. THe. * further sdvised thet T-l Ind come to him in 
“connection with divorce proceedings and he refused to take the cnse. 
Another attorney is apparently handling the case, He also stated 
that he understood that T-l and his wife are now separated with a 
divorce pending and that he docs not lmow where SYLVIA presently 
resides, 
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T-2 wae que sted that his name and the feet’ that F 
he revealed the foregoing 1 informotion be. kept in strictest con- 
“fidence inasmuch as he wes in effeet violating his attorne) yeclient 
relationship. He stated he thought T-1 cculd “be- contacted Tor 

further information and that the Bureau co one have confidence in 

T-i's leyalty to the United States, explaining thet T+1 had refused : 
ty have ‘anything to de with his wife's ae family, which led 


their estrangement. 
' 7 qu 
-& peview of the internal security files of this office 
ap, SYDNEY 


reveals nothing concerning T-+1 or his wife SYLVIA. H e : 
C. SCHLESINGRR, referred to sbove, (wife os a togceth i his. 
brother EMANUEL’ SCHLESINGER cre listed as embers: of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic action, 


s 


é 


. The Washington ficld Office is in receipt: of 2 report 
from the Now York Fi id 
nag Ee - ne 


dd Division entitled JULIUS D. SCHLESINGE! _- 
ING LISTS OF Fi SDEnaL EXP LOYEES,. New York file. 

Sue ee received from one ds Pe SCHLESTNGER 
ver ‘nav ing en or handle . any Federal mei ling 
is onemnas ae the JULIUS SCHLESIN the sub- 


ists: - “ie ! 


ject or tris is > in Washington and gies he Lis not 
; identical wi rans of the w York rqort. 


ake | - | 
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THE WASHINGTON FIELD Div VISION TON 


“HLL re-contact. Informant T-1 for more specific informtion 
that he may have concerning subjects in this case in refer- 
ence to their Communistic affiliations and tendenc ies. 


WLLL consult the Washington Field Office indices for any in- 
‘formation thet the records of that office will re fleet which 
are pertinent to the instant investi. pat Lon. 


Will make a thorough but di. ‘serect snvestigat ion in the neigh- 
borhood of 1306 Ingrehaa St., N. W., which is allegedly a 

mecting place of this Communist group as well as the hane of 
a few of the subjects. , 


WiLL consult the files of the O.N.I. for any information of 


thet Dopevtnent of the Government which is available concern- 
ing SSLVIA SCHLESINGER REISS. _ 


Wilk contact the appropriate officials at George Wash ington 
University in order to secure all information cone ormming the 
aetivitics of JULIUS SCHLESINGER, HUDSON WELLS and NaNcCY NIMITZ 
while at thet University. 


It is to be reegxlled thet these three individuals were supposed - 
to be the Leaders of a group be form a branch of the American 
Youth Congress on that Campus. 


WiLL review the Police Depar rtaent and Credit Brean records on 
all of the subjects in instant case for say pereiuemt inform 


tion contained therein, 


“WLLL makc appropriate inquiry sraind 2006 18th St., NH. W., the 
place of cmployment of the parents ABRAHAM and SARAH SCHLESINGER. 


Will make appropris te ‘Anquiry as to the Llocstiond Camp Patuxent 
and learn if Communist meetings are held there, 


nN 


Will «¢ attempt to lear the identit y of JOHN LINCOLN and if sueces- 
~sful, will question hin for any other pertin ent information he 


c 


lhe in 
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may have concerning SYLVIA SCHLESINGHR and the other subjects 
in this case. : 


dill mike a thorough neighborhood inquiry around 1441 Spring, 
Road, N, W.,. the residence of SIDNEY and MARY SCHLESINGER . 


Will inquire of the Manoger of the Soithern Building where 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER has law offices with an individuel by the 
name of LEVINE for any pertinent information concerning 
possible.Comaunist activities on the part of both subject SIDNEY 
SCHLESINGER and his law partner. - 


- PENDING - 


/ : : 
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The following is the neme of Confidential Tn? ormant 
T-1, mentioned in the report of Special + 
in the dase entitled JULIUS SCHLESINGER with alias, ST al, 


rit JGhHN C. O'CONNOR 


INTERNAL SECURITY (C), at Weshington, D. C., de.ted OCT 15 1941 


{ , : 
ur. MEYER REISS, 611 Quincy ot., NW. W., presently 
employed in the Personnel Department, War Department, new. 
“Social Sucuraty Building. 


‘Cont idential Informnt T-2 is MAXWELL A. OSTROW, 
Attorney, 335 Munsey-Bldg., Washington, D. C. 


7 . ° as 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
amigos ORIGINATED AT enue Do. Co Bs | . " FILENO. 100-167 


REPORT MADE BY 


O. He SELLS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL S&CURITY = ¢ 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


6fsIie, i720; 557025 


STDNEY*SCHL4 SINGERS Ss. SCHEES 
if i -SCHLESENGER 5 SAMUEL LEVINE 


) REPORT MADE AT 


WASHINGTON, 


Doc: OHS :PGJ 


} TILE CHANCED ¢ 


SONORSIS OR EACIS!. “SLONey SCHLESINGER is a member of a-law firm known. 
as Levine & Schlesinger with offices in the Southern © 
Building. LEVINE is known to the Washington Police 
Department as an attorney for the Communist Party. 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER is reported to act in the sanie 
. capacity. SIDNEY SCHLESINGER was formerly a member of 
the New York Bar and was admitted to practice before 
a the District, of Columbia Bar in 1937. LEVIN@ recommended 
ie JOHN WILBERT\POOR for admission to the District of | 
Columbia Bar in 1939, at which time PCOR admitted he was 
at one time a member of the Communist Party, and stated 
that he had frequently attended meetings with LEVINE. 


ABRAHAM SCHLZSINGER and his wife SARAH operate a cleaning q 

and dying establishment in the District. They formerly . 

resided at 1300 Ingraham Street, but presently reside = 

at 721 l9th Street, No We e 

Bs 

a Pe ” 

‘, 

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent JOHN C. O'CONNOR at Washington; & Be a > 
dated October 15, 19)1.— 2 ey Fe 

Title of this case is being marked changed in order to include E 

SANUEL LEVINE as a subject. LEVINE is a member of the law firm of a 
-Levine & Schlesinger and is reported to act as an attorney for the ge 
Conmunist Party in the District of Columbia. Bs 
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Subject JULIUS SCHLESINGER alias JULIUS STERN and SYLVIA SCHLESINGER ~ { 
REISS, and also NANCY NIMITZ are being dropped from the tithe, inasmuch as a 
information concerning their activity has already been reported. 


In the Washington Field Office file entitled "MARY MANDEZ/SCHLESINGER, 
Assistant Clerk-Stenographer, Division:of Labor Standards, Department of Labor; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - HATCH ACT" complete information has been set forth con= 
cerning subject JULIUS SCHLESINGZR and SYLVIA SCHLESINGER REISS. 


DETAILS s N AT WASHINGTON, D. Co 


Mr LEO ITZER, Superintendent of Southern Building, advised that 

SAMUEL LEVINE and SIDNEY SCHLESINGER were attorneys who occupied space under 
__@ sublease from the Law Firm of Schall & McKenny. There ape six or seven 

attorneys in this,office, including: fT. D.) SCHALE, Bo ogfteraniy, 9. D. 
AHOLLQWELL, CHARLES BRANDT, NORMAN |BOWELLS, JAMES J. )S8URKE, ALBERZ“SRICK, 
Ro Ho\MITCHELL, ard: LEVINE and SCHDESINGER. It is Mr. 'FITZER%s opinion that 

LEVINE and SCHLESINGER handle mostly petty labor cases, although the exact 

A oe nature of their work is unknown. He has no knowledge concerning their back= 
“~\g ground or possible connection with any Communist activity. He did advise 

ee C that he was under the impression that they intended to move to new quarters 

| A within the very near future. 
ae The files of the Committee on Admissions and Grievances of the 
District Bar as furnished to the writer reflect that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER was 
admitted to the New York Bar as of November 16, 1931. He made application . 
for admission to the District of Columbia Bar on June 10, 1937, at which time. 
he was vouched for by SAMUEL LEVINE. In his application for admission to the 
District Bar, it was.noted that an affidavit was submitted as to his good 
character by JESSE Lo ,who stated he was an attorney with law office 
at 1)l1 Broadway, New York City, and that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER served his clerk-= 
ship in the firm of Silverman & Stern. ‘This firm was dissolved in 1932. 

It was noted that Biter Wenteala dodiea for the character of 

SIDNEY SCHLESINGER, stating that he, SILVERMAN, was an attorney with office 
at 512 5th Avenue, New York City, and that he had formerly been a member of 
the Firm of Silverman & Stern, in which SCHLESINGER had been employed as a_ 
_ clerko 


The files of the Committee on Admissions and Grievances of the 
District Bar, oncerning SAMUEL LEVINE were made available to the writer, and 
reflect that \tgvINE made application June 10, 1929, at which time he indicated 
he was born’in’ Newark, New Jersey, and that his father, JOSEPH, resided at 
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3127 Werder Street, Washington, Do. C. LEVINE indicated in his application 
that he graduated from Central High School, Washington, Do C., in 192h, 
and attended George Washington University, graduating from the Law School 
in 1929. He listed as references in his application the followings Mro Do 
CULLEN, 175 Spring Place, Washington, D. Cog Mro Jo SILVERMAN, 120 Chapin 
_ Street; Mro D. RUSSAKOFF, 1919 19th Street, Ne Wo3 and Dro L. MINKIN, Victor . 
‘Building, Washington, D. C. It was noted that there were no explanations 
- in the Grievances Committee files concerning the activity of SAMUEL LEVINE 
\ relative to his law practice. 
i 


VY a . - The Washington Police Department files, Public Relations Squad, 
fo] contained a report of the parade of the Washington Friends of Spanish _ 
Democracy on February 26, 1938. . The parade was composed of about 85 cars | 
and two trucks. They. gathered for a mass meeting in Rock Creek Park near 
the Shoreham Hotel. This gathering consisted, according to the report, of 
' the following organizations: 


Womens International League for Peace and Freedom, 
The American League for Peace and Democracy, 
The American Student Union, 
The Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
The International Workers Order, . 
‘ The Washington Labor Peace Committee, 
. The National Negro Congress, _ 
The Spanish Committee for the Defense of Democracy, 
The United Retail Employees, and 
The Workmen's Circle." 


It was pointed out that “know Radical present at the meeting was 
SAM LEVINE, Attorney for the Communist Party". 


The Public Relations Squad files further reflect that in a report 
written January 21, 1936, that The Friends of the Soviet Union held a meeting 
at which SCOTT NEARING predicted a downfall of capitalism. This meeting 
was held Sunday, January 19, 1936, in the Typographical Temple, 28 G Street, 
No Wo Among those attending it was SAMUEL LEVINE, local attorney. 


The files contained a report dated February 7, 1935, which furnished 
an account of the refusal of the Community Center to allow "The New Theatrical 
Group” permission to rehearse "A Worker's Play” in Central High School, 

February 6, 1935. The report continues "SAMUEL LEVINE, Communist attorney, 
was observed attempting to convince Mr. WYNNE that the group should be admitted. 
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It was further noted that after lir. i refused admission, the group 
departed. The Public Relations Squad has a photostatic copy of the letter= 
head of the former "Tom Mooney Defense Committee of Washington, Do Co," 
Room 505A, Insurance Building, and it was noted that SAMUEL LEVINE's name 
appeared on the letterhead. 


The files of Stone's Mercantile Agency do not contain any information 
concerning SAMUEL LEVINE except a notation of judgment entered against LEVINE 
and SCHLESINGER, January 31, 190, by the Woodhouse Stationery Company for 
merchandise valued at $22.50. Judgment was entered February 14, 190, for #168. 


The Credit Bureau,1221 G Street, No Wo, made available its file on 
Mrs. SAMUEL LEVINE and in a report dated June 2h, 19)1, it was noted that 
she resided with her husband at 220 Allison Street, No Wo; Washington, Do Co, 
and indicated that they had resided there since March, 1941. The report reflects 
that LEVINE formerly resided at 703 Kansas Avenue, Neo Wo, from 1938 with his. 
parents, Mro and Mrs. JOSEPH LEVINE. The parents formerly resided at 3127 
Warder Street, No Wo The report reflects that LEVINE is an attorney by pro= 
fession; that he is an associate of SIDNEY SCHLESSINGER and specializes in 
labor law and is on a retainer with several Co I. 0. leaders» 


Grievances of the District Bar. He was interviewed in his office in.the _ 
Woodward Building,at which time he advised that he secured certain information 
concerning SAMUEL LEVINE in connection with his examination of JOHN WILBERT 
POOR in his application for admission to the District Bar. POOR was sponsored 
' by SAMUEL LEVINE. POOR, at the time of his application for admission to the 
Bar in 1939, was attending GEORGE WASHINGTON University Law School, and in 
questioning him, Mr. CANFIELD developed the information that he had previously 
made a'trip to Russia at the expense of the local Communist group, and that 
he had attended a training school for a period of time while in Russia, and 
that upon his return here, he had three objects in mind. The first was to 
finish law school and become admitted to the District Bar as soon as possible. 
The second was to organize units for Communistic activity at George Washington 
University, and the third was to eventually become head of the Communist Party 
in the District. Mr. CANFIELD permitted the writer to examine a memorandum 
which he had written and submitted to the Committee of Admissions relative to 
the application of POOR. This memorandum is. as follows: 


/ / Mro AUSTIN CANFIELD is a member of the Committee on. Admissions and 


ae 
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- "In examining this Candidate, I came across the character 
reference signed by LYLE G-\BOUCHER, 2846 30th Street, No Eo To 
the question ‘Remarks! he answered: 'His political views were not 
_ considered when the above questions were answered.* JI pressed the 
Candidate as to why the character reference would make such a state- 
ment and as a result established that the Candidate is a member of 
an organization known as 'The Friends of the Soviet Republic's that 
he has been actively engaged in activities which I think might be 
reasonably be termed Communistics that he returned from Russia just 
prior to the outbreak of the wars that he had been in Russia as 
part of his party activities. He stated in substance that he did 
“not find things in Russia exactly as they were represented to him 
and that now he was not sure whether or not he was as interested 
as he had been prior to making the trip. Among other things, he 
stated he would not volunteer nor submit to Military Service should 
the United States be involved = that he would have. to find out ‘which 


side was right in the war.! 


"He indicated that the present form of government . ‘might 
be allright’ - that he did not have. any definite idea now because 
his mind was confused. 


"His application is endorsed by SAMUEL LEVINE, who as the 
Committee might know, has been the attorney for a lot of Labor 
agitators and who for a long time I have definitely suspected of 
complete Communistic tie-ups <=!) 


. POOR's file with the Committee on Admissions of the District Bar 
contains a letter written by POOR relative to the information which he had 
previously furnished, concerning SAMUEL LEVINE. The letter, dated November 26, 
1939, Washington, D. Co, is as followss Oe 


wf am extremely sorry that in my confusion and eagerness 
to be frank with you, I gave the name of one person whom I said 
I remembered as a member of the Communist Partyo My conscience 
tells me that I exceeded the limits of my rightse Since my intervier 
with you was not in the nature of a grand jury investigation to 
discover crime, only one person has the right to tell what he or she 
is - whether it concerns Communism, or any other subject = that. 
particular person, and no one else» 


"Besides after thinking things over, and my memory _ 
becoming refreshed as to the facts, I find to my utter dismay that 
I am not even sure the person stigmatized was an actual member of 
the Communist Party. And even if one were. a Communist four years 
ago, this is no indication that such a person is one today, 


= Sec 
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"Tl retract the name which I gave and ask you to blot ~ 
out and erase it completely from the record. 


Yours truly, 
JOHN WILBERT POOR" 


Mr o CANFIELD stated that he was unable to ascertain from POOR 
whether he made the above retractions concerning SAMUEL LEVINE as a result 
of fear of bodily injury, although he had a feeling that this might be the 
case. POOR admitted that he was a member of the Communist Party and 
exhibited to Mr. CANFIELD a party membership card and stated that he had 
met SAMUEL LEVINE at various meetings, but later rene to amplify these 
statements. L/ 


The files of the Credit Bureau, 1221 G Street, N. W., concerning 
information on SIDNEY SCHLESINGER were made available to the writer, and in 
a report dated June 25, 191, it was noted that he resided at 12) Webster 
Street, No Wo, Washington, D. Co, and that he had resided at the above address 
since May of 190. He formerly resided at 1h] Spring Road, No Wo, Apartment 
#303, and prior to that, he resided at 1300 Ingraham Street, No W. Prior to 
coming to Washington, D. C., he resided at 320) Holland Avenue, Bronx, New 
York. His wife, MARY SCHLESSINGER is employed as an AEST Sant Glerk-Typist 
in the Labor Department , Washington, Do Co 


The report indicated that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER indicated that he is 
an attorney by profession and is an associate of SAMUEL LEVINE and specializes 
in the practice of labor law. 


: ABRAHAN/SCHLESINGER and his wifé, SARAISOHLESTNGER, the father and 

. mother of SIDNEY SCHLESINGER,, according to the information contained in _ 
Stone's Mercantile Agency's files, under date of. October /11), 191, resided . 
at 4721 l9th Street, No. Wo They formerly resided at 1300 Ingraham Street, 
NoWo, where they own the property at that address. They ‘operate a cleaning 
and dying establishment at 2006 18th Street, N. Wo, under the name, Primrose | 
Cleaners, Tailors, and Dyers. Prior to comming to Washington, D. C., in 
1936, they are reported to have resided at 1898 Harrison Avenue, Bronx, 

' New Yorko 


. In Washington Field Office file, entitled MARY MANDEL SCHLESINGER , 
Assistant Clerk-Stenographer, Division of Labor Standards, Department of Labor; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - HATCH ACT", report dated March 1), 192, by Special Agent 
LOGAN J. LANE, the background information of the SCHLESINGER family is set forth. 
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ABRAHAM SCHLESINGER and his wife, SARA, were born in Poland, 
which was then a part of Russia. They came to the United States in 1907, 
and were later naturalized. They have resided in the District of Columbia 
since 1936, formerly residing at 1300 Ingraham Street, No W., and presently 
residing at 4721 9th Street, No Wo - 


The aboye file reflects the information that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER 
and his wife, MARYNSCHLESINGER , were constantly attending meetings which were 
Communistic-or radital in nature and that numerous meetings were held at 
1300 Ingraham Street, No. Wo, as well as a camp on the Patuxent River, owned 
by ABRAHAM and SARAYSCHLESINGER. This file reflects that SAMUEL LEVINE is 
listed as a Communist attorney by the New York Police Department; The Washington 
Police Department; The Dies Committees and the Civil Service Commision. He 
is supposed to act as an attorney for the Communists in Washington, D. Co, 
who get into trouble. It is reported that he has been an attorney for "The 
League Against War and Fascism" and for the "Workgrs Alliance”. The above 
file contains. information furnished by Mr. EDWA NADT.CKER, 73 9th Street, No Wes 
that JEROME MAN worked about one and one-half years for the DICKER Brothers 
until January} 190. NEWMAN is the husband of FREDA SCHLESINGER (NEWMAN, who 
is the daughter of ABRAHAM and MARY SCHLESINGER. | e 


NEWMAN is supposed to have admitted to DICKER that he was an outeand-= 
out Communist and that all members of the SCHLESINGER family were also Communists. 
He said that the family would attend meetings at 1300 Ingraham Street, No Wo, 
or at some other address in the city, two to three times a week. NEWMAN also 
told DICKER that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER is an attorney for the Communist Party in 
the Washington, D. C., area, including the various front organizations o 


a 


The above\file also reflects that Special Agent, LANE intérviewed 


MEYER REISS. MEYE ISS was formerly married to, SYLVLAXSCHLESINGER and lived v4 
with the SCHLESINGER family at 1300 Ingraham Street, No Ws, from 1938 to SX 
August, 1940. He was the original informant of the Civil Service-Commission - : 


in its investigation concerning JULIUS SCHLESINGER and SYLVIA SCHLESINGER REISS, 
who have been discharged from the Government service and barred from taking 
Civil Service Examinations for a period of three years by the Civil Service 
Comission as a result of their Communistic tendencies and activities. The 
results of this interview with REISS, as well as the information he has 
furnished on previous occasions to the Civil Service-Commission, is set out 

in great detail in the above-mentioned file and is not being included in this 
reporto 


This file also contains. the result of the neighborhood inguiries 


concerning SIDNEY SCHLESINGER and the results of this ance tseernce are erene 
briefly sunmarized . 
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SIDNEY SCHLESINGER and his wife, MARY, formerly resided at 1))1 
Spring Road, No Wo, Apartment #303. They were reported to be undesirable 
tenants because. they made a great deal of noise and appeared to have frequent 
meetings at their apartment. At their present address, 12) Webster Street, — 
SIDNEY and MARY SCHLESINGER apparently do not mix with the other tenants 
of the apartment and do not become acquainted with other tenants very easily. 
It has been noted that very ~ften a large group of people assemble in the 
apartment of JEROME NEWMAN and that MARY and SIDNEY SCHLESINGER would attend. 
No definite information was established as to the exact nature of the various 

_ meetings held, or attended by SIDNEY and MARY SCHLESINGER. 


The above file also reflects that | /DNEY SCHLESINGER has been 
present at meetings in the company of MARTIN CHANCEY, Secretary of the 
Communist Party for the District of Columbia, and that it has been noted 
that SCHLESINGER and CHANCEY are extremely well acquainted with each 
other o 


‘The informant in the above-matter, stated that in his opinion 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER is a member of the underground Communist Partyo 


- PENDING = 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION: 


AT WASHINGTON, D. Cos 


+ Will make appropriate inquiry around 2006 18th Street, Ne Wes the 
place of employment of the parents ABRAHAM and SARAH SCHLESINGER o 


% Will make appropriate inquiry as to the location of Camp Patuxent 
and learn of Communist meetings are held there. 


# “Will attempt to learn the identity of JOHN LINCOLN and if successful, 
will question him for any other pretinent information he may have concerning 
the subjects in this case. 


Will conduct a discreet delshbarhoad inquiry concerning SAMUEL LEVINE, 
who resides 220 Allison Street, No Wo, Washington, Do. Co 


Will make inquiry of Communist informants of this office concerning 
the activities of SAMUEL LEVINE and SIDNEY SCHLESINGER. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No, 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHINGTON, D. C. Fitz wo. 100-467 
REPORT MADE AT , DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY _ , 
WHICH MADE 
WASHINGTON, D. ©. 8/26/42 8/14,15,17/42 O. H. SELLS OHS: GMZ 
SOS | oe 0 CHARACTER OF CASE 
Lay } SIDNEY SOHLESINGRR; SARAH ~SORLBSTNGRR, 
K We ABRAHAM-SCHEESHIGHER; SAMUEL-.LEVENE. INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
me ™ | piaeeiites! =n 
) SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Neighborhood inquiry concerning ABRAHAM and SARAH 
SCHLESINGER in the vicinity of 2006 - 18th Street, 

N. Wo, failed to develop information concerning their 
possible Commnistic activities. The identity of 
JOHNNGINCOLN, original informant concerning the 
SCHLESINGER family, has not been ascertained. Neigh- 
bors of SAMUEL LEVINE at 220 Allison Street, N. W., 
were unable to furnish information concerning his 
activities, LEVINE presently has his law office in 
the National Press Building. 


4 ps 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 0. H. SELLS, dated June 5, 
1942, at Washington, D. C. 


DETAILS: At Washington, D.C. 


Mrs. ALICE HEWITT, Manager of the general store known 
as the Harolds, at 2002 - 18th Street, N. W., advised 
that she had been manager of the store at that address 
for four years. She has not been closely associated 


with ABRAHAM SCHLESINGER although he operates his tailor’ 


shop and dry cleaning establishmént-only’ a few doors up 
the street. Mrs. HEWITT stated that formerly, they took 
some of their clothes to his shop- to. be ‘altered and that 
from her observation, he was a ae sort of age and 
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was not very well known in the immediate vicinity. His wife, SARAH SCHLESINGER, 
no longer works in the tailor shop although several years ago, she would assist 
him from time to time. Mrs. HEWITT has never heard anyone in the community 
criticize ABRAHAM or SARAH SCHLESINGER concerning their loyalty or patriotism. 
She has no knowledge which would indicate to her that they are engaged in 

any sort of Communistic activity. As a matter of fact, she stated that she 
could not express an opinion either way, inasmuch as they close their shop 
usually at 7:00 P.M. and are there only during the business portion of the 

day, whereas several other shops in the immediate vicinity remain open until 
9300 and 10:00. Mrs. HEWITT advised that the next door neighbors to the tailor 
shop were new people in the vicinity and would not in all probability be 
acquainted with the SCHLESINGERS. 


Mr. HAROLD KOTZIN, owner and manager of the 10 to 25¢ store at 
2001 - 18th Street, advised that he had been in business in that vicinity 
before the SCHLESINGERS opened their tailor shop several years ago. He indi- 
cated that ABRAHAM SCHLESINGER is a quiet sort of person, does not seem to 
spend a great deal of time with neighbors in the vicinity of his shop, and 
as a matter of fact, does not seem to spend as much time in his shop as he 
formerly did. KOTZIN stated that he is Jewish and indicated that he believed 
SCHLESINGER to be Jewish and expressed the opinion that it seemed to him that of 
all people, they should be the most thankful for what this country offers to 
peoole of that race, He advised that he knows of nothing of a suspicious “* 
nature concerning the activities of SCHLESINGER and that he has no knowledge 
of any un-American or subversive activities that he might be engaged in. He 
has never heard anyone in the community discuss him unfavorably from this 
standpoint, Mr. KOTZIN advised that there were no other neighbors in the 
immediate vicinity of subject's shop whom he would recommend contacting. He 
stated that there is an old tailor in the neighborhood, but that he is a very 
gossipy sort of individual and is not extremely reliable. In view of this 
information, no further contacts were inade in the neighborhood. 


JOHN LINCOLN, the person who originally telephonically contacted 
the Washington Field Office to furnish information concerning the SCHLESINGER 
family, has not been identified. Inasmuch as several members. of the family 
about whom he furnished ,information were employed by the Labor Department at 
that time, it was believed he might have been a fellow employee. Accordingly 
the personnel files of the Labor Department were checked tut the writer was 
advised they have no record of a JOHN LINCOLN ever having been employed with 
that Department. Inasmuch as the original information he furnished largely 
concerned another member of the SCHLESINGER family, it is not deemed advisable 
to make further efforts to locate this individual. 


ERNEST R. CLIFTON, who is employed as a clerk in the Labor Department, 
“was contacted at his apartment, 220 Allison Street, N. W., for information 
concerning subject LEVINE, who resides at that address. Mr. CLIFTON advised 
that he has resided at this address for over a year but that he has not be- 
come acquainted with LEVINE during this period of time. He does not know him 
either by sight or reputation. 
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ROGER CHAMBERS, janitor of the apartment building at 220 Allison 
Street, advised that LEVINE moved into the building about a year ago. He is 
not very well know to the other tenants of the building, inasmuch as both 
he and his wife work during the day and spend a great deal of time away from 
the apartment at night. CHAMBERS. has never heard anyone complain concerning 
any meetings or disturbances of any kind in the LEVINE apartment. He has 
no knowledge of any hostile Communistic activities or associations of LEVINE. 


Mr. LEO FITZER, superintendent of the Southern Building, advised 
‘that LEVINE and, SCHLESINGER had moved their law office from that building 
and presently odcupy space in the National Press Building. 


ALB RICK, attorney with offices at 1010 Vermont Avenue, I. W., 
was interviewed in his office and advised that he formerly occupied space in 
the Southern Building with LEVINE and SCHLESINGER along with about ten other 
attorneys. He indicated that he would possibly be accused of prejudice, but 
that he did not have a good word to say for either LEVINE or SCHLESINGER. 

He stated that it was generally well kmown that they have been mixed up in 
Communistic affairs for the past several years, and he stated he could not 
furnish concrete evidence, but recalled the time he lived on Kinyon Street 
several years ago that a family Lived next door to him who held Communistic 
meetings in their apartment all the time. He stated that the woman's husband 
operated a tailor shop kmown as the Fashion Cleaners and Dyers at 3920 - 12th 
Street, N. H. This man's wife came to see LEVINE and SCHLESINGER almost every 
day. This continued up until the time that they moved from the Southern 
Building a few months ago. He stated that they had some difficulty with 
LEVINE and SCHLESSINGER because of the way they conducted their office and 

that he refused to associate with them or have anything to do with them. He 
stated that in his own mind, he knows him to be tied up with the Comnaunists 
and that he would not trust them with anything having to do with our national 
defense or our national government. 


As a result of Mr. BRICK'S recalling that the wife of the owner of 
the Fashion Cleaners and Dyers at 3920 - 12th Street, N. E., frequently con- 
tacted LEVINE, a check of the Washington Field Office-files was made and re- 
flected that the owner of this tailor shop is HARR¥/PLOTNICK. His wife's 
name is BESSIE, and their daughter is FLORENCE PEOTNICK, According to. the - 
files of/the Washington Field Office, FLORENCE PLOTNICK was secretary to 
MARTI CHANCEY,, Communist Party official in Washington, D..C. Mr. BRICK ad~ 
vised that he could not furnish any information concerning the type of law 
practice carried on by SCHLESINGER and LEVINE with the exception that he 
believed they handled certain labor cases. He was unable to furnish further 
specific information concerning their possible connection with the Comaunist 

Party activities in the District. 


-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


- AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


" Will make appropriate inquiry as to the location of Camp Patuxent 
and learn if Communist meetings are held there. 


* Will make inquiry of Communist informants of this office concerning 
the activities of SAMUEL LEVINE and SIDNEY SCHLESINGER. 
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ae ~ die . . . : ‘ : . | 
' NOTE: | Bureau file. 106-2404 shows Sidney,Carl Schlesinger to | 


has been instructed to have an Agent contact Mise Merri ttgo@ 


, b¢ an ardent follower of. the Connunist Party line at least, and 


he is, in all probability, a member of the Party, are . bios 
ts hts assoctate who tg not either a Party member or closely 
tdentifted with its work, His brother, Julius, is6 ‘Party 
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Manyonre Megnitt, Executive Secretary 


Please address all replies 


in care of the office of the 
Conference at Denver, Colorado 


’ 


-Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 
; Washington, D. C. 


“Dear Mr. Hoover: 


' preparing the required 
is attached and the information 
cates that he and his partn&s 
specialized in labor law. — 


Columbia has advised us that | 


January 7, 1948 


; Cakifornia, and we have been 
aracter report. 


~., Samuel Levine, have ee” a 


One of the bar examiners 
Wir. 
representing left wing Labor Unions, 
rumored his legal association has been to a large extent 
with what is known as the "front organizations", and 
that if Mr. Schlesinger were applying for admission to 
the bar of the District of Columbia this phase of his 


cr 
rc) 


a THis NATIONAL CONECRENCE 
OF BAR EXAMINERS 


514 Equitable Building 
Denver 2, Colorado 


ios 


. 


GEORGE H. TURNER, Chairman, Lincola, Nebr. 
JAMES E, BRENNER, Secretary, Palo Alto, Calif. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Officers and : 

WARREN F. CRESSY, Ex-officio, Stamford, Conn. 
H. P. OSBORNE, Chairman-Elect, Jacksonville, Fla. 
‘TAPPAN GREGORY, Chicago, Il. 

THOMAS F. MCDONALD, St. Louis, Mo. 

EUGENE GLENN, San Diego, Calif. 

GEORGE W. DALZELL, Washington, D.€. 
‘HORACE E. ALLEN, Springfield, Mass. ie: 
JOHN T. DEGRAFF, Albany, N.Y. - ee 


BIA cs 


/ 


er has applied for 


His history | 
obtained so far indi- 


for the District of 
Schlesinger has been x if 
that it is strongly i 


activities would be very carefully investigated. It was “3 
eo suggested that we write to you concerming this. matter to \ 
Pasi determine whether or not. you have any information which \ 
oe oon could be made available for the confidential -use of the 
ee - California Committee of Bar Examiners.. 
toy Yours sincerely, 
ov: ; : . : 
4 pe V/ oman | | 
; ew A epeini . Sis, ae 
a | so 5 
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SIDNEY oP ScHLESINGER 
Carl 


Born. in New York City on May 26, 1908. 


College - - College of the City of New York —- 1926- 1927 
George Washington University - - Feb. ~June 1927 | 
No degree 


‘Law Study - Brooklyn Law School - 1927-1930, LL.B. 


Admitted to the bar of New York Nov. 16, 1931 
District Court of the U. 8. for 
Dist. of Columbia - June 15, 1937 - 
D.C. Court of Appeals - March (di, 1958 


Law Practice and | : 
Employment - Nov. - 1931 - Sept. 1932 - employed by Jesse Li 
Stern, 401 Broadway, N.Y.C. 


Oct. 1932 - Sept. 1936 - employed by Philip | 
Silverman, 348 Madison Ave., N.Y.C. 


October 1936. - April 1937 - at 565 Fifth Ave., 
. N.¥.C., sharing space with Harry. Berke 
. and Leon: -Turret 


- May 1957-June 1957 - at 295 Madison Ave., 
N.Y¥.C., sharing space with Joseph L. 
Forscher™ 


Aug. 1957 - Oct. 1938 - partner of Samuel 
° Levine, 740 Munsey Bldg., Wash. D.C. 


po Nov. 1938 - May 1939 - partner of Samuel. 
_ sO - Levine, 819 Southern Bldg., Wash. D.C. 


| . ‘May 1939 - April 1942 ~ with Mr. Levine at. 
619 Southern Building, Wash. D.C. . ~ 


July 1942°- Nov.1945 in army 


~. Dec. 1945 - August 1947 with Samuel Levine. at 
- 820 National Press Building 


Present address: 585 N. “Lucerne Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif, 


Applying for édmission to bar of California. 


~ os Qe Cae 


| 

{ 

| 

Poo oo oe  MCLOSURE, 
| | 

| 
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a STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


ES” GOVERNMENT 


TO ~ : \DIRECTOR;-F.BIe °° > \ "DATE: February 12, 1948 


ae MARJORIE MERRITT 


: > NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BAR EXAMINERS ee eee . 
/ ".. ‘DENVER; COLORADO . eo 3 
RESEARCH 8 LLL a Macc Hoe 
. : : : i : x : 
i £8 * -Rebulet to Miss MERRITT dated January 25 1948, concerning ‘SIDNEY. CARL uv 
~ SCHLESINGRR. oo : 
Ten aaa See oe oh 
Miss MERRITT was neeetant iy: contacted’ ‘on January 31,. ice by Special . 
Agent. EUGENE Je COBLE of this office and orally furnished with the information . | ~. 


. received from the Bureau on a. copy of the letter to. Miss MERRITT as an addendum. 
It was pointed out to Miss MERRITT that, the suggestions made were made in the 
strictest confidence. She is fully cognizant of the confidential nature of the | 
suggestions and will regard. them as such. The. relationship between Miss MERRITT 
and this office has always. been cordial. ‘he understands the Bureau's position 
in mhese: eet tere and is. EntEE Sete Te of” ay ‘suggestions that can be made to her. 


a ‘ i si . . z fo : j 
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bau ep 
z at 


i PP 


NW A6876 Docld: 33067870 Page 35 


(CORDED - 44 
+08 DEO: veiak A. 
0  BO- SAY GIB fo 


September 10, 1952 


Hrs. Robert Ao Coliter 
Committee on the Judiciary 
House of Representatives 
Heshingtons De Ce 


Dear ifr. Colliers: 

Your letter dated Weyl knee 3,5 19525 
together with the enclosimes an anonymous letters 
has deen received. 


z appreciate your Seen in Sune TAD eng 
this tnf OrmAtL ON. 


sinberely youre, 


J. Edgar Hoover a he 


Note On Yellow Onlys 


Correspondent is former SA who was/ assigned to 
S06. 


Bureau file contain considerable information 
Cone CNEL? Sidney C“-Schiesinger and Samuel Levine. 


Upon completion of file review, this inpornatl of 
will be furnished to the Department and to WO. a 3 
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UNRECQRDED COPY’ FILED 


dee 7 4 a f iS = ‘ 
at > a g . : : . 
as gEltd iv SECOND. CONGRESS \ _ ‘ ROBERT A. COLLIER, CHIEF COUNSEL, is 
‘a ee ‘ : NS t DANIEL G. KENNEDY, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL 
+ FRANK L. CHELF, KY., CHAIRMAN Ye aye’ 
(ROBERT L, RAMSAY, W. VA. 
5 PETER Ww, RODINO, JR., N. J. 


BYRON G. ROGERS, COLO, ; HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 
KENNETH B, KEATING, WN, Y. 
PATRICK J. HILLINGS, CALIF. COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 


CLAUDE !. BAKEWELL, MO. SUBCOMMITTEE TO 
INVESTIGATE THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


i September 3, 1952 
The Honorable | 
J.« Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Hoovers 


Enclosed herewith is a copy of an undated 


and unsigned letter, addressed to Congressman Frank L. 
Chelf, Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, 


which is self-explanatory. Since the matter does not 


LEE me 


come within the jurisdiction of this Subcommittee, it [Brno 


would appear to be a matter for your attention. 


i 


¥ 


Robert A. Collier 


Chief Counsel 


tee a 
~ Bu 


INRECORDED COPY FILED I. 4g /_~ 
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_ COPIES DESTROYED 


Dear Sir: 


For the welfare of our country, I write concern- 
ing a statement made by a person known by official records 
to have been for many years a member and a top official 
of the Communist party in Washington, D. C. This statement 
reveals that Samuel Levine and Sidney C. Schiesinger, law 
partners in the National Press Building, lyth and F Streets, 
N. W., Washington, D. C., telephone National 5821, are and 
have been the secret legal advisers for the Communist Party 
in Washington, and have runners that make direct contact 
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service, a branch 
of the Department of Justice. In other words, should a 
Communist alien gain entrance into the United States who 
could not legally remain, but who is financially able to 
employ counsel to represent him, the above named lawyers 
contact somebody in the Department who in tum may contact 
some Congressman to influence him to file a special bill 
in behalf of the Communist alien to assure his remaining 
in the United States. 


It would appear that such outside influence is 
more dangerous than the questionable and unethical Govern-— 
ment employees who can be kept under scrutiny. 


SEP 19 1963 


ee Soe 
2 5. 


yoow WASP BE. 


_—a 
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" | a leh CEN Se SE res 
dir. Rose Le Malone, Jr BG ga de DD RRB ts 
Deputy Attorney General | September 225-1952. 
Director, FEI p 
QO met ; , % 
SIDNEY Ce SCHLESSINGER ; 4 
’ , “SECURITY MATTER -. ¢ 
] } ae é . 
By letter dated September 3, 1952, Ur. Robert A. 
Collier, Chief Counsel of the Subcommittee to investigate the 
Department of Justice of the Committee on the Judiciary of 
i the House of Representatives, furnished a copy of an anonymous 
oo pte bter, @ Photostat of which is attached. Phe contents of 
this anonymous communication are self-erplanatory. j 
/ 
The files of this Bureau reflect that the Sidney C. / 


Schiesinger referred to is undoubtedly Sidney €. Schlesinger. 
information was received in 1941, that Schlesinger and hia’ 
wife were members of the Washington Committee Jor Democratic 
Actton. 


\ 
Y 
_ Another Government agency itn 1941, advised that \ \ 
Schlesinger's sister, Sylvia &. Reiss, and his brother, Dar 
Julius Schlesinger, were both ruled to be not suitable for k 
Goverament employment and were barred from further consideration os 
_ for a period of three years. A brother-in-law of Schlesinger 's 
advised in 1941, that both Schlesinger and his wife were active a 
' tn the Communist Party. 


* 


ze 


% Another Government agency advised that they had 
received information in 1942, that Schlesinger was reportedly 


& 
e 


r 
7 


a ae attorney for “he international Labor Defense, 100-210 ye: x ew 
e In 1948, a confidential informant of known religbilsty? 
: advised that Schlesinger was known to him as @ menber of the & — 2 
Communist Party during the period 1939 to 19he. 101-1880% 2 oy 3 
. 4 in regard to Samuel Levine, the files of this bunégu Ya 
| Teflect that he was born August 22, 1907, at Newark, New Jersey, & 
" "<=" "and that ‘he has resided in Washington, De Cey since 1923. are S 
j Since 1938, he has been associated with Sidney C. Schlesinggr Sr -B 
Wy. and at the present time maintains offices at the Natio 1 Fress © Be 
Tada. Bu tidings . DED . 64 / mah 7 age 3-7 ue ig . 
Miohols : RECOR at pe f p ie oa “ow, 
| T measont. cme SE a ane a aoe 
Mae ete eS In 1943, an or mae *goveigy Gage ity advised 
‘ativan that at that time Levine had Peeh”“a Renbe mee) 


* tah 
“ele 
. . bial 
Ronen, Paycalwm 2. ¥ 


Treacy 


2 - cc Washington Field (Encl osur é:) aT. a f 
BECD BEFHOHE 1, SS 


t 


Laughlin 


mom Nae a | 
ma: 1 7 14, Ni A 
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: : , ROB Le fore OEE | 
Porty for ten years, Another tnfornent of known reliability 
advised that Levine was known to hin ga @ member of the 
Communist Party during the pertod 1939 te 1942, and thet he 

had attended Communist Party meetinge in Levine's offtce in 

| 1937+ Information has been received indicating that. Levine 

has acted a8 an attorney for the Communist Party, Givitl 

Highte Congress, and other Communiat Party front organizattone 
in the past. 


In 1948 and 1949, he was reported te be Chairaan 
of the Nominating Committee and a nenber of the Exeoutive 
Hoard of the Distrtet of Columbia Chapter of the National 
Lawyers, Guild. . 


_ In December, 1949, according to an informant, 
devine agreed to contribute financially to the defense 
of the ettorneys held in contempt by Pederal Judge Harold 
Medina during the course of the trial of the Conmnuniat 
farty leaders in New York City. 


it was further reported in January, 1951, thet 
Levine asked to be dropped frem membership tn the Nattonal 
Lawyers Guiid for nonpayment of dues aduteing that his 
clients were pressing him to leave the Guiid but that he 
did not with to restgn. (101-1880) 


fhe abeve is being furniahed for your information 
and this Sureau i8 conducting no investigation concerning the 
allegations contained tn the enonymous letter in the absence 


of @ specific request. 
Leure | 
Assistant Attorney General Charles B. Murray (Eni 
Criminal Division CORPEBRYPTRE— ie 


PID G 
if 

ndinatre) 

bzation Service GONE EB ENP EAE 


ees The Commissioner 
innigration and Natur 


_ SAC, Washington Field; Refer to your file 100-67 and 
101-790. aa -_ _ 7 


- You should search your files: for any information indicating 
-. . Gur'rent Communist Party or Communist Party front activity .on the 
-<- part of Schlesinger and his wife and thereafter be guided by current 
ae Bureau instructions concerning the handling of security investigations. 


Note On Yellow Only: Investigation concerning Schlesinger: and Levine 


are both presently in a closed status, Samuel Levine is currently the 
subject of a Security Inder card, WFO origins 


— BP 
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_ 
“”GOVERNMENT 


TO 8: DIRECTOR, FBI 7 F DATE: December 5, 1952 


om : SAC, WFO (100-26489) _ GI-/ | 
Ba gs @ | 


co 
supject: SIDNEY CARL SCHLESINGER e 
WW SECURITY MATTER - C : 


Wa Rebulet 9-22-52. 


By letter dated 9-22-52 the WFO was furnished with a 
N copy of an anonymous letter concerning the activities. of the 
/ 


A 


above captioned. A copy of this letter, the contents of which 


are self explanatory, is being forwarded to the Los Angeles 
Office for its information. 


WFO instituted inquiries to ascertain the present 
CP activities of SIDNEYSSCHLESINGER and his wife, MARY, with 


particular attention to the allegation set out in the anonymous 
letter. 


Y : Investigation in Washington, D. C., reflected that 
~4 SCHLESINGER has, not been active in D. C. in the past few years 
%; and is unknown to the active security informants of WFO. 

{ © 


© Review of the numerous references on SCHLESINGER -- «> 
~~ reflected that as of June, 1948, SCHLESINGER and his wife had _ 
| moved from 2300 North. Washington Boulevard, Arlington, Virginia, 
SH to 585 Iucrene Street, Los Angeles, California... 


‘J A check of the 19$2-edition of the Martindale and b 


~ Hubbell Law Directory disclosed, on page 123, that a SIDNEY |. 
S| 0. SSCHLESINGER, born 1908 and admitted to the Bar, 1931, received 
“i “a law degreé at City College, New York,City,, New York, was 
st practicing law at the Roosevelt Building, Los Angeles, California. 
S| Further references in WFO files reflected that SIDNEY 
'“¢ | SCHEESINGER was active in the National Lawyers! Guild, Washington, 
‘S14 oD. C. as late as 1947. He is reported as having been the attorney 
_ | for Local #10 of the United Shoemakers' Union, D. C., and the 
2 | International Labor Defense. In 19,8, a confidential informant — 


oF noun reliability advised that SCHLESINGER was known to him 


aT, 

COPIES DESTROYED! a if is 
2 PLY WES, 

; i SE 4 O8in gy 


Los Angeles (1 Enel) vie iN ED 
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WFO 100-2689 


as a CP member from 1939 through 1942. A brother-in-law 
advised in 191 that the entire SCHLESINGER family were 


Communists. LaXto be noted, ee in 1941, SCHLESQYGER's 
sister, g l : JULIUS YALES CHLESINGER, 
were declaré i We Tor Soveriimnrerre--emp lLoyment™ due to 


Communistic activities and were removed from their positions. 


While in Washington, D.°C., SCHLESINGER was a 
partner in the law firm of LEVINE and Eh areca located in 
the National Press Building, llth and F Streets, Nw, Washington. 
The 1952 telephone directory lists See C. SCHLESINGER, 
Attorney, as having offices in this location. Mr. JOSEPH 
BUSHER , Manager of the National Press Building} however, has. 
advised that he is familiar with the above firm and, to the best 
of his recollection, SCHLESINGER has never been in the building. 
Mr. BUSHER believes that they still may be connected for 
business purposes and that SCHLESINGER uses the address as a 
mail drop. It should be pointed out that SCHEESINGER's partner, 
SAMUBL LEVINE, has been identified by informants of known ~ 

‘reliability as having been a CP member from 1939. through ‘192 
and that he has acted as attorney for the OP, D. C., and the 
Civil Rights Congress. vi 


With regard to MARY Me: NDEL uESINGER, subject's 
wife, the WFO files reflect th phe-w formerly employed as a 
clerk in the Department of Labor from January; 1939, to April, 
1943. Further review reflects that MARY SCHLESINGER was active 
in the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, the Léague 
for “Peace and Democracy and, according to WFO informant s\, 
ene tee being a_CP memb or in NY¥.under the name of MARIE, 


The above Naceenoune has been set out for the infor- 
ebton of the Los Angeles Office which is requested to determine 
the residence and employment of both SIDNEY and MARY SCHLESINGER 
.and to notify WFO so that proper steps may be taken EO transfer 
origin of this case to the Los Angeles Office. 


| AR 


. 7 2 a 
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f aN | ¥D, 128, 
he'd ji -4-52 


UNITED-SEATES GOVERNMENT. 


{" a Be oe ach Lae rE eed EAE: 
\Sexom SAC, WFO (100-26469) : : 
JECT: SIDNEY i 2 centaenaen os 


SECURITY MATTER - © 


March 6, 1953 = 


The captioned {Hdividual has been the subject of a security\inyesti- : 
~~~ gation by this office. The ‘Eos Angeles Division has verified the pe 
‘nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at cg / 


addresses listed below. The Los Angeles Division is being considerg; if 
the new office of origin. :°2y 4 
f 

[> 


Residence Address: _585 North Lucerne Boulevard, 

Los Angeles, California | “a | \ 
Business Address: J. Newman Paper Company, - 

5150 Jefferson Boulevard: 

Los Angeles, California _ > _ oe 
Check the following applicable statements: 


This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card, 
This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card. 
(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the 
Security Index at the Seat of Government. The 
Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the 
appropriate case file number. ) 

‘This subject was tabbed for Detcom. 
This subject was tabbed for Comsab. C5 Oe 
This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary. 
Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. ; 
A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau.  —s_ : 
A security flash notice has. been placed with the Identification Division. 
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; ‘The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of origing> 
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“  Peport of Special Agent JAMES A. EGAN dated Mareh 6, 
1953, at Washington, D. C. ; ee ee 
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i Enclosed herewith are five copies of the report 
of Special Agent JAMES A. EGAN dated March 6°, 1953, re 
at Washington, D. C., copies of which have been forwarded. 


to Los Angeles Division, the new office of origin. 


For the information of the Bos Angeles Division, 
SIDNEY CARL SCHLESINGER is the husband of MARY MANDEL. . 
SCHLESINGER, Los Angeles File Number 100-4372, and the 
brother of JULIUS YALE SCHLESINGER, Los Angeles File Number 
1100-30031. Los Angeles is already in possession of all 
available material in the WFO files concerning JULIUS YALE 
SCHLESINGER. Results of investigation in Washington, D. C., 
regarding MARY MANDEL SCHLESINGER have been forwarded to 
Los Angeles under separate cover by Form FD 128, dated 
February 18, 1953. 
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1049 = INVESTIGATION - 


Tila CASH ORIGINATES A. as “10s ang oe 


REPORT MADE AT ~ “DATE WHEN i SERIOD FOR waiter MADE REPORT MADE BY 
7 : ‘MADE - 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 1959| 1/658, 125 2/ 3 “5 ‘JAMES A. “EG an. Odin 


TITLE ¥ ; ; .CHARACTER OF CASE. 


| SIDNEY CARL “SCHLESINGER | : . _ | SECURITY MATTER - 


| = + 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


SIDNEY SCHLESINGER has: been identified~) oP i 
as a member of the CPDC from approxi- 
mately 1932 to 194.0. MBYER REISS, 

‘ subject's brother-in-law, advised that 
the entire SCHLESINGER family were 
‘Gommuniists and ardent Party workers. 
Informants in 1941 belisve SCHLESINGER 
-to be.member of “Underground. SCHLESINGER's 
name appeared on the active indices of 
the American Peace Mobilization and the - 

“Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action in 1941. The subject.was a member 
of the National Lawyers Guild as late as 
June 19)7,"and, while serving as Chairman, 
Special Committee on D. C. Affairs, was 
nominated for the Executive Board in .. 
1939. ° SCHLESINGER closely associated © 
with MARTIN CHAUNCEY, Secretary of the 
CPDC, -from"1936 to 1941. . SCHLESINGER 

-observed at ttending affairs of the Jewish . 
Peoples Committee. -Description set out. 


2393 SEPiv is = oF 
~ APPROVED ANB {7 a SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: { /§/7- IN CHARGE 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT. 


2. Bureau 


3 - Los Angeles (100-l4371) (RM) 
Y - Washington Field ae] 


PROPERTY OF FBI - This confidential-répe drt and its contents are loaned to you by the 
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WFO 100-26489 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


All informants mentioned in this report. ané of 
known reliability unless otherwise stated. 


I. BACKGROUND 
Ae BIRTE 


records of the », Go Credit Bureau. reflect 
that SIDNEY *SCHLESINGER was born on oF 26, 1908, at New 
York, New York. 


Bo CITIZENSHIP 


In view of the above, SCHLESINGER is a United © 
States citizen by birth. 


GC EDUCATION 


According to the “1962 edition of the Martindale 
Hubble Law Directory, SCHLESINGER received his law degree 
from the City College of New Yori in 1931. 


D. MARITAL STATUS 


The files of the. pee: ieee Retail Merchants 
Credit Association reflected that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER is 
still married to MARY SCHLESINGER. The records of the 
D. G. Credit Bureau reflect that SIDNEY and MARY SCHLESINGER 
were married in November 1933 in New York, New York, 


B. CRIMINAL RECORD 


No record was located for SIDNEY SCHLESINGER in 
the files of the Beeroeor sree Police. Department, Washington, 
De Co 


F, MILITARY SERVICE 


No information is available to indicate any service. 
on subject's part. 


Ge EM PLOYMENT 


The files of the Los Angeles Retail Merchants Credit 
Association, checked on December 31, 1952, reflect that 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER is employed as attorney and owner of the 
J. Newman Paper. voupanys 5150 dete sou Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
California, 
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The D. C. Credit Bureau, Washington, D. Ce, ore 
information in its files which reflects that SIDNEY SCHLESINGE 
- became the law partner of SAMUEL LEVINE in 1938 with offices 
at 819 Southern Building and later in the National Fress 
Building. The Building Directory of the National Press 
Building and the Washington, D. Cé, Telephone Directory for 
1952 cont inues to list SCHLESINGER as a partner of this firm. 


HH. RE SIDENCES 


; he files of the Los ie eles Credit Bureau reflect 
thet the SCHLESINGERs reside at 585 North Lucerne Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California. eA 


The Pecords of the D. Cs Credit Bureau and Stones 
Merchantile Agency, Washington, D. C., reflect the following 
addressed for the SCHLESINGERs for the period 1938 to 1948: 


2300 North Washington Boulevard, 
Arlington, Virginia, 
from 1946 to 1948; 


124 Webster Street, Northwest, 
Washington, De. Coy ; 
from 1942 to 196; 


Ih. Sprine Road, Northwest, 
Washington, Do @.° 
from 1940 to 1941; 


1300 Ingraham Street, Northwest, 
- Washington, Do Coy 
_ from 1938 to 190; 


320] Holland Avenue, 
Bronx, New York, New York, 
prior to 1938. 
'.. IIT, CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


, The Communist Party has been cited by the Attorney 
: General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835, 
A. MEMBERSHIP . 


T-1, who has been known to furnish both reliable - 
and unreliable information, advised that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER © 
was known to him as an active member of the Communist Party 
in Washington, D. C., from 1932 to 1938. This source, how- 
ever, stated that he did not know SCHLESINGER personally. 
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met 

In July 1941, MEYER REISS advised that he was 
extremely well acquainted with\the activities of the entire 
SCHLESSINGER family, having lived with them at 1300 Ingraham : 
Northwest, as the husband of the subject's\sister, i 
TSS stated that JULIUS YAL HLESINGER 
tm during the period 1938 to 19)0\that all 
the SCHLESING tERS were Communists and ardent Party, workers. 


Le J 
T=2 advised in December 1965 ‘Permian 
was known to the informant as a member of the Co ist Party 
from the early part of 1937 to the early 19)0ts. 


eee cee at 


T-3, of unknown reliability, advised that he had 
been a member of the Communist Party for approximately — 
four years in Washington, D. C., and that, although during N 
that eins, he observed SCHLESINGER in the company of persons 
who were known to him as Communists, he had never seen i 
SCHLESINGER's credentials signifying Communist Party member- la 
ship. It was¢the opinion of this source, however, that 
SYDNEY SCHLESSINGER was a member of the Underground Communist ¢ 
Party. He stated that he based. this opinion on his obe os 
servation of the activities of SCHLESINGER during the perros 
of approximately 1937 te 192. 


7 


ond 


Tel, of unknown reliebility, who had peegieusiy 

been connected with the Communist Party in an official a 
capacity, advised that it was the informant's opinion that : 
SCHLESINGER was a member of the Communist Party Underground . 
in Washington, D. Co, in 1941. = 
= 

© 


Be ACTIVITY IN AND APFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY \ 


1.. Meeting: 


that SIDNEY an aR ESINGER were constantly attending 
meetings of some frort\ organization or another and that ~ 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER likéd to make speeches at these meetings. 
He implied that these meetings were Communistic in nature. 3 
REISS further advised that numerous. meetings were held at 
1300 Ingraham Street, Northwest. as well as at a. camp on the 


at sas interview in july 1941, stated 


Patuxent /River which waséwned by Y™ABRAHAM and SARAH HLESINGER, 
boar eee act 


subjectis& parents. EISS stated that these meeting ere 
conducted re JULIUS SCHLESSINGER, subject's. brother, snd ROY. 
HUDSG LS, REISS \stdted that WELLS, during this time, 


was Se ot etary to MARTTI CHAUNCEY, Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the. District df\ Columbia. The subject matter of 
these meetings was ostensively "dialectical meten tem; ue 


ee 
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but that they were actually discussions of a subyorsivs 
or Communistic nature, including the overthrow of the 
capitalistic system. 


Affiliation with Communist Part 


MEYER REISS, upon interview in July 1941, stated 
that SIDNEY SCHLESSINGER was a partmertin t law firm of 
LEVINE and SCHLESINGER. He identified SAM/LEVINE as a 
Communist Party member and stated that thg firm had © 
represented the Communist Party in a number of court | actions. 
in Weshington, De Ge’ 


With regard to > satan, it is to be noted that 
T-2, in March 1947, had stated that SAM LEVINE was known 

to the informant as having been a-_member of. the Communist 
Party of the District of Columbia during the period of - 

1939 to Ogg oe ee 


/ ; 

On April 8, 1947, MARY STALCUP MARKWARD, an admitted 
member of the Communist Party and the holder of an official 
position in the Party from 1943 to 1949, furnished infor- 
mation that either SAMUEL LEVINE or SIDNEY SCHLESINGER was 
‘contacted in an attempt to have them take legal action to 
force the radio stations and newspapers to:carry.the Com- 
-munist Party broadcasts and advertisements. No later | 
information is available to indicate which one of ‘these 
individuals was contacted or to indicate, whether or not 
action was taken by them. ; 


ae 3. Associates 


It was ascertained from T-3, of unknown reliability, 
that the informant had been present at meetings at which 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER was present in the company of. MARTIN 
CHAUNCEY, Secretary of the Communist Party of the District 
of Columbia. The informant stated that he had observed the 
activities of CHAUNCEY and.SCHLESINGER and stated that in 
his opinion they were extremely well acquainted with each 
other in the late 1930's. 


C. COMMUNIST PARTY ALLEGATIONS REGARDING 
SCHLESINGER PAMILY 


It is to be noted that MEYER REISS testified before 
a ‘Loyalty Review Board in May 1941 concerning the Communist 
activities of the SCHLESSINGER family.. It was mainly through 
information furnished by this source that JULIUS YALE 
SCHLESINGER, subject's brother, and SYLVIA SCHLESINGER 
REISS, were removed from their jobs with the National 
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Defense Committee and the Office of Naval Intelligence, 
respectively. Also, as a result of the information furnished 
by RETSS, MARY MANDEL SCHLESINGER, the subject! s™ wife, was 
removed.from her psoticn with the Department of Labor. In 
July 1941, REISS was interviewed by Special Agent JOHN 

, O'CONNOR and at this time REISS furnished substantially the 
game information concerning the SCHLESINGERs as he did at the 
Loyalty Review Board hearing. REISS stated that the entire 
SCHL ESINGER family were Communists and strong sympathizers 
for the Communist cause... REISS stated that JULIUS YALE 
SCHLESINGER had admitted to him his membership-~in the Young 
Communist League and that he was closely associated with . 
ROY HUDSON WELLS. With regard to ABRAHAM and SARAH 
SCHLESSINGER, REISS described them as ardent. Communists and 
faithful readers of the Daily Worker, the Hast Coast 
Communist Party publication. . REISS stated that JEROME 
NEWMAN, who is married to FREIDA SCHLESINGER, had stated 
on a number of occasions that he and the other members of 
‘the SCHLESINGER family were staunch Communists. 


WFO 100-26)89 


TIT, ACTIVITIES IN OTHER GROUPS 
A. NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The National Lawyers Guild has been cited as a 
Communist front which is the foremost legal bulwark of the. 
Communist Party, its front organizations, and controlled 
unions and which, since its inception has never failed to 
rally to the legal defense of the Communist Party and 
individual members tnereof, including known espionage 
agents. This citation is located in the Congressional 
Committee on Un-American Activities report on the National 
Lawyers Guild, House Report Number 3123, page 2150. 


According to T-5, who furnished information in 
May 1941, the mame SIDNEY SCHLESINGER, 819 Southern Building, 
Washington, D. C., appeared on a list described by the 
informant as being a list of the members of the National 
Lawyers Guild in Washington, D. C. It is further noted that 
the notation had been made concerning SCHLE SINGER that "dues 
Pats sill June 5, 1939." . 


T-5 furnished information that he has observed a 
memorandum to the President and members of the D. C. Chapter 
of the National Lawyers Guild from the Nominating Committee 
which was dated November 15, 1939. This memorandum, ac- 
cording to the informant, reflected that SIDNEY SCHLESINGER 
was one of the nominees listed for the Executive Council. 
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A thumbnail sketch of SCHLESINGER was forwarded for the . 
information of those members .who would be casting the votes’ 
in the comming election. Subject was described in this 
sketch as a member of the firm LEVINEend SCHLESINGER, 
Washington, D. Go, and Chairman of the Special Committee 

on D. C. Affairs, Do. .C. Chapter. 


TG Turnished information in April 1948 that 
SCHLESINGHR's name appeared én the 19)6-1.7 membership list 
of the D. OC. Chapter of this organization. 


Tea7 made available in Decembér 1949. a list of 
names and addresses of both individuals and organizations 
maintained in the personal possession. of ROBERT SILBERSTEIN, 
the Executive Secretary of the National Lawyers Guild. This 
list, according to the informant, indicated that SCHLESINGER, 
in addition to being a member of the Guild, was also“a contact 
of SILBERSTEIN. -_ _ 


B. THE WASHINGTON. COMMITTEE FOR DE CRATIC. 


ACTION 
The Washington Committee,  toNKoovatic Action has 
been cited by the Attorney General as ming within the 


purview. of Executive Order 9835. 


The ‘indices of the Hougex ac on Un-American 
Activities reflect that SIDNEY _C,>SOH Gaz of 141 Spring 
Road, Northwest, was a member of the Wa ashington Committee for. 
Democratic Action as of 191. 


It was ascertained through T-8 in January 191 
that the active indices of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action contained the names of Mr. and Mrs. 
SIDNEY SCHLESINGER, 141 Spring Road, Northwest. 


T-3 further advised that the minutes of a meeting 
of the Executive Committee of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action, held on September 9, 191.0, noted the 
expressed appreciation of the Committee for the assistance 
of Mr. SIDNEY SCHLESINGER, a local attorney who had been 
assisting in the preparation of a bill to be filed on behalf 
of "certain organizations and individuals," testing the 
constitutionality of local ordnances requiring a license 
for street meetings. This bill, according to “p.8, was 
brought about by & protest made by the Communist Party to 
the Washington Committee for Demécratic action as the 
local chapter of the National Pederation for Constituticial 

a Liberties. 
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Co AMERICAN TRACE MOBILIZATION 


The American Peace Mobilization has been cited as 
Gommunistic by the Attorney Genéral and coming within the. 
- purview of Executive Order 9835. 


According to T-9, the names MP. and Mrs. SIDNEY 
SCHLESINGER, 11 Spring Road, Northwest, appeared in the 
active indices of the American Peace Mobilization. This 
orgemization was formerly known as the American Peoples 
Mobilization which carried out a program of picketing the 
\ White House in the summer of 19]1. 


D. JEWISH PEOPLES COMHITTER 


The Jewish Peoples: Committee has been cited as 
subyersive and Communistic by the Attorney General and coming | 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835. ~ 


According to the information furnished by MEYER 

REISS in July 1941, SIDNEY and MARY SCHLESINGER attended 
meetings ‘of the above opzanization with REISS at the Almas 
Temple in. March 1938 and at the Press Club in Washington, 
Do-Co, in February 1939, and at the Standbury Masonié Lodge. 
Number 2), Washington, D. C. These meetings, according to 

. REISS, were sponsored by the Jewish Peoples Committee and were 
concluded with the singing of the International with upraised 
clinched ? ists. > 


IV. MISCELLANEOUS 
REISS, in July 1941, stated that he had attended 
mixed racial dances at the Hayloft and sat the Bookshop. 
with both MARY and SIDNEY SCHLESINGER. Some of these dances, 
he stated, were sponsored by SIDNEY and MARY SCHLESINGER. 


V. RECENT COMMUNIST PARTY: ACTIVITY 


T-10, Tell, T-12, T-13, T-1l, and T-15 wer 
contacted during October and November 1952 specifically to 
determine the Communist Party activity in the Washington 
area in the recent years on the part of SIDNEY SCHBESINGER. 
These sources were unable to furnish information concerning 
SCHLESINGER and in most cases SCHLESINGER was totally un- 
known to them. 


With regard to SCHLESINGER's interest in the 
Communist Party movement, T-2 expressed the opinion that 
~ & - 


NW 36876 DocId: 33067870 Page 52 


WFO 100-2689 

SCHLESINGER was never 100 per cent Communist. Informant 

always got the impression that SCHLESINGER was in the 

Communist movement because he knew the importance of the 
Communist Party in the CIO at that time. He seemed to think 
that the Communist Party would afford advantages to his career. 


VEw DESCRIPTION 


The following description of SCHLESINGER was ob- 
tained from previous investigation and review of records 


Born: May 26, 1908 
Place: New York, New York 
Gitizenship: United States 


Residence: 585 North Lucrene Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California 


Education; LLB, City College of New York, 1931 
Marital Status: Wife, MARY MANDEL SCHLESINGER, 
married November 1933, New York, 
New York 
Brothers and Sisters: JULIUS YALE SCHLESINGER, 
_ SYLVIA SCHLESINGER REISS, 
) FREDIA NEWMAN 


Parents: ABRAHAM and SARAH SCHLESINGER. 
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INFORMANTS 


Information attributed to MARY STALCUP MARKWARD 
in this report was furnished on April 8, 1947, to ‘Special 
Agent L. H. D. WILDMAN. (100-12968~-15)) 


‘ 


Information furnished by MEYER REISS in this ot 
report was obtained during interview by Spécial “Agent JOHN C. 
O'CONNOR on July 31, 1941. (100-5116~22) 


_ IDENTITY DESCRIPTION . ; AGENT ' FILE 


OF OF/AND DATE DATE TO WHOM WHERE 
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY Ss FURNISHED FURNISHED  LOCATED< 
T-1 CP member- 1/2 T. W. | .100-5216- 
[| ship, 1932~38 DAWSEY 6=-p7 
\ ' " (oral) _ 
= “CP membership 12/11/52 THOMAS C. . 100~26)89- 
1937-40 | ° RIES ho 
SN ; (oral) _ 
“ghumbneil, —=-12/11-52 THOMAS GC.  100-264.69-i 
_ of \SCHLES INGER -. RIES 
— — (Oral) a 
Ta Membership in ifu2  . | LOGAN. 100 )-5118- 
Underground LANE 22 
S. a . - (Oral 
- - Avsociations with 1/le ~ LOGAN 100-5116- 
MARTIN CHAUNCEY - LANE 220 
, A oN os (Oral) 
Toby. Membership in . 1/2. LOGAN 100-5118 - 
Underground ©. | _ LANE. 22 
| - SO 2 (Oral)! 
Anonymous : 
yo — (D) 
TH6 
Anonymous 
T-7 
Anonymous 
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IDENTITY DESCRIPTION AGENT - . FIDE 


OF OF/AND DATE DATE TO WHOM WHERE. 
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY FURNISHED FURNISHED LOCATED 
aa aaa aaa atime neem renee 
-T.8 
Anonymous 
TH9 . 
Anonymous 
T-10 , 10/18/52 JOSEPH FE, 

KELLER 
peed 10/28/52 THOMAS Cc, 


RIES 


10/30/52 WILLIAM P. 
| SPRINGSTON 


‘11/9/52 THOMAS Cc. RIES 


11/12/52 WINFRED #. 
ANDERS 


11/12/52 ROBERT H, 
PAUL, Jr. 


| 
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ee ee 


NW 36876 Doold: 33067870 Page 55 


3fANDARD FORM NO. = eas 


iia . ; S 
: co aad a ss es * ger adel | Satin ss 
, ie : ae ‘ POR oe ATL Pe EDMAN RSIS 


ye ee oan seh! 
— Memor’. atten + _ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
: Director, FBI | 7 | 4. * 4 pate: April 28, 1953 
es, , SAC, Los Angeles (2100-44371) 75581. : | 
SUBJECT: rs SIDNEY cart ScHLESINGER pies eS er, 


SECURITY MATTER | C 
co LOS ANGELES 


Rerep of SA JAMES A. BGAN at iéatinaten. D. C., dated Sess: 


A review of gibdectts file and the indices of this office fail 
- to reflect ‘that any information has been reported concerning ‘subject which 
would warrant recommending him for the security index at this time. UACB 
this’case is placed in a closed status subject to reopening at some future 
date should : ‘information be developed which would warrant such action. 


Ho KRM: l1cr _ te Bed a 7 ent 
| 2100-44372 7 a ee - [= : 
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